if the objecft to which it leads you seems to be Languet
a good one; but before you give it entrance, re- to Sidney
fled; carefully what it is that tempts you. For if
you set out on any course hastily, you will be
compelled to wheel about, when you find you
are going wrong, or (which is not infrequent and
is far worse) will refuse through false shame to
confess you have gone wrong, and therefore go
on with your purpose.

What is the objedt of all this, you will say. That
if these islands have fixed themselves deeply in
your thoughts, you may turn them out before
they overcome you, and may keep yourself to
serve your friends and your country in a better
way. But if your desire of fame and glory makes
your present inactivity irksome to you, place
before you the example of the old Chandoses
and Talbots; you will acquire greater honour
and glory by following their steps, than if you
could obtain all the wealth which the Spaniards
have brought over from their new world, on the
strength of which they have insulted all the na-
tions of Europe, and so disgusted them with their
Insolence that they now feel, and perhaps will
soon feel still more, that they have erred in their
reckoning.

I wish you had told me what is the latitude of
these islands; one might from thence have con-
jedlured whether the soil in the neighbourhood
was fit for cultivation, and whether it could sup-
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